[image: image1.png]


Cambois Primary School
Early Years Foundation Stage Policy

Aims

· To give each child a happy, positive and fun start to their school life in which they can establish solid foundations on which to expand and foster a deep love of learning

· To offer each child a wide range of new and exciting experiences and give them the opportunity to consolidate, explore and test them out along with their own, individual experiences

· To enable each child, through encouragement and high expectations, to develop, to the full, socially, physically, intellectually and emotionally as an individual 
· To offer a structure for learning that has a range of starting points and unlimited opportunity for development

· To encourage children to develop independence within a secure and friendly atmosphere

· To support children in building relationships through the development of social skills
· To help each child to recognise their own strengths and achievements through experiencing success and developing the confidence to work towards personal goals

Our curriculum reflects our school mission statement. ‘We are a school where learning is fun and everyone is welcome.’ Our school vision is ‘we have high expectations in all that we do to create lifelong learners with high aspirations. 
Our ethos and values are about having a 'can do' attitude and aiming high. 
We have high expectations in all aspects of school and we encourage our children to take risks and aim high. We promote resilience and persistent as essential tools for success. We teach children to have a growth mindset - you can't do it...yet!
Our Values are underpinned by our habits of mind:
∙ Imaginative

∙ Inquisitive

∙ Persistent

∙ Collaborative

∙ Disciplined

The Curriculum 

Nursery and Reception follow the curriculum as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) document, which is available to download at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/670fa42a30536cb92748328f/EYFS_statutory_framework_for_group_and_school_-_based_providers.pdf
The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development, all of which are important and interconnected. 

Three prime areas are particularly important for learning and forming relationships. They build a foundation for children to thrive and provide the basis for learning in all areas.

The prime areas are:

· Communication and language – listening attention and understanding, speaking 

· Physical development – gross motor skills and fine motor skills

· Personal, social and emotional development – self-regulation, managing self and building relationships.

We also support children to develop understanding and skills in four specific areas, these help strengthen and develop the three prime areas and ignite children’s curiosity and enthusiasm. 

The specific areas are: 

· Literacy – comprehension, word reading, and writing 

· Mathematics – number and numerical patterns 

· Understanding the world – past and present, people, culture and communities and the natural world 
Our EYFS provision is based on 4 overarching principles:

· A unique child

· Positive relationships

· Enabling environments with teaching and support from adults 
· Learning and development

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Here at Cambois, staff in early years plan activities with the characteristics of effect learning in mind. These highlight the importance of a child’s attitude to learning and their ability to play and explore, create and think critically about the world around them. 

The three characteristics are; 

( Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

( Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

( Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

Teaching strategies 

We ensure there is a balance of adult led and child initiated activities across the school day. The interaction between the adult and the child is essential to support the child with their learning and next steps in their journey. The role of the adult is to continually model, demonstrate and question what the child is doing. 

During adult-led activities, children may be asked to complete a focus activity or game. When learning through play, children are in control of their own learning and are encouraged to choose an area to begin their learning through play. During learning through play, adults will participate in a child’s learning or game and extend it where possible. 

We teach phonics and maths daily, ensuring children are taught by stage, not age. This encourages children to have the fundamentals needed for KS1 at an early stage. 
Play 

Learning through play is an important part of our Early Years classrooms. We believe children learn best from activities and experiences that interest and inspire them. Using children’s interests as a starting point, we provide children with stimulating, active play experiences in which they can explore and develop their learning to help them make sense of the world. They have opportunities through their play to think creatively and critically alongside other children as well as on their own. They are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and experience at their own level and pace. Play gives our children the opportunity to pursue their own interests and inspire those around them. The children learn to adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate and ask questions. We believe it is important that adults take an active role in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating and extending their play
Teaching 

Each day, we follow a timetable with set routines in place. Each morning, we have table-top activities available for children to explore, these link to skills children have recently learned before we gather on the carpet area to sing our morning songs. We use movement breaks regularly throughout the school day to support children’s focus and attention during adult led activities. 

 We set aside times within the school day where children come are taught in smaller groups suited to their development. In these times, we focus on phonics, maths, PSHE, RE and dance. These lessons help to develop vital habits of learning as well as helping children prepare for the transition to year one. 

Reading and story play an important part of the day. We want to make sure our children have a love of books and will leave the EYFS with a bank of stories they know well, both traditional and modern classics. We make sure there is always time for whole class story within the school day but also that there are many opportunities to enjoy books at other times. 
Planning 

We believe many children need to be given a starting point to learn new things and find topics are a great way to fire the imagination. In EYFS we use topics for some areas of learning, each half term (and occasionally termly) staff plan the next topic that will enhance the learning. 
We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive attitude to learning and reflects the individual’s interests, passions and abilities. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the children come from and the wider world.
Assessment and Observations

Assessment is an essential part of the learning and development of children within the EYFS. It involves staff observing children to understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles and informs staff of each child’s next steps. 

At Cambois, we use tapestry to help us record and assess the progress of the children. We upload observations of the children and were appropriate assess their learning using the most suited assessment for each child. Parents are able to access Tapestry from home and they are encouraged to add their own photos and information.

Role of staff and key worker 
The class teacher is the named key worker for each child in the setting. Their role is to help ensure that every child’s care is tailored to meet their individual needs and to help the child become familiar with the setting, offer a settled relationship for the child and build a relationship with their parents. All adults within the Early Years setting actively seek to form positive respectful relationships with the children in their care. The formation of healthy relationships between adults and children is essential in enabling children’s well-being now and their future successes. There are rare occasions when significant adults cannot be in the class and we aim to be consistent in who covers these absences. 
